Columbian Exchange Group Project

Directions:
· Find your assigned group

· STAY IN YOUR SEATS

· Put all group members names on the front of the packet

· One group member read the background information aloud while the others complete the guided reading questions

· Look at the pictures IN THE ORDER PRESENTED and answer the questions in the space provided – answers should include contributions by all group members 

· Use logic, information from this unit, & the background information to help answer the questions

· Use what you have learned and the final image to complete as much of the table as possible

Guided Reading:

1. How many miles separate America and Europe?

2. How many years passed between the break up of Pangaea and the time humans (Homo Sapiens) arrived in the Americas?

3. For how many years were the humans of the Americas isolated from the rest of the world?

4. What is the New World:

    What is the Old World:

4. The arrival of Europeans brought the Americas into the old world economy and ________________.

5. List the types of things exchanged between the old world and new world.

6. How many Native Americas died of Old World Diseases?

7. The Columbia Exchange is the “wholesale __________________________________________________.

     What does this statement mean?
The Columbia Exchange, more then just people.


About 180 million years ago the super continent of Pangaea broke apart.  The Americas, Australia, Antarctica, and many of the world’s islands were flung into isolation.  The Americas, more than 3,000 miles across the Atlantic, would be unknown to Homo sapiens for the first 15 to 20,000 years of their existence.  With the coming of the second ice age, humans, perhaps following large game, set out across the then dry land of the Bering Sea to colonize the long isolated “new world.”  Shortly after the first humans arrived, the land bridge of the Bering Strait flooded, leaving the newly arrived humans and their natural environment to evolve in almost complete isolation for some 13,500 years.


When Columbus unwittingly arrived in the long secluded “New World,” he brought much more than a few sailors and three ships.  The long isolation of the earth’s two worlds, old and new, profoundly affected their interaction.  The population of the Americas, about 50 million people before discovery, lived in a very different ecological balance than that of the Europeans.  Domestication, in all forms, was very different in the Americas.  From animals to crops to weeds to disease, the Americas were unique.  The coming of the Europeans not only brought North and South America into the Old World economy, it also brought its ecology.  Likewise, the ecology of the New World reciprocated.  This mutual exchange, including among other things agricultural crops, domesticated animals, diseases, precious metals, technology, and humanity profoundly affected the history of the world.  During the colonial era some 64,000 Native American’s died of Old World Diseases, American silver caused massive inflation throughout Europe, and the Apache cavalry wreaked havoc on the American west, today  potatoes and manioc are staple crops in Africa, dandelions thrive on every continent but Antarctica, and seventy-two percent of the world’s wheat is produced outside its native land.  This is the Columbia Exchange, more than human immigration; it is the wholesale transformation of the world’s ecological balance.   

Questions for Slide One

The Modern Reconstructions of the Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria

1) What types of things do you think Columbus and his crew brought on board these ships?

2) This trip took several months, how did the men live on the ship?

3) What items do you think were new to America?
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Questions for Slide Two

Native Americans Trade with the Dutch

1) What type of things do you think they are trading?

2) How do they communicate?

3) Do you think any of the traded items are new to either of the parties?

4) How do you think these new items will affect the culture of the recipients?

5) Do you think they exchanged anything unintentionally?
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Questions for Slide Three

Aztec Drawing

1) What do you think this picture depicts?

2) What type of sickness do you think these people have?

3) What percent of the population do you expect was infected based on this picture?

4) Why do you think so many were infected, could this happen today?
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Questions for Slide Four

Slave Advertisement from South Carolina

(At the time South Carolina was home to many English run rice plantations)

1) Can you identify the three examples of the Columbian Exchange in this poster?

2) Why would someone advertise that they slaves had already had small pox?

3) Why is it helpful to have slaves from the rice coast?
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Questions for Slide Five

Gold and Silver from the Atocha, a Spanish Treasure Ship

1) Where do you think all this silver and gold was found in our time?

2) How about originally?

3) How do you expect this much silver and gold effected the economy of Spain?

4) What do you think they bought with all this silver and gold?
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Questions for Slide Six

Map of the Atlantic World (See Overhead)

1) What types of things do you think traveled along the yellow lines?

2) The red?

3) The black?

4) The green?

See overhead for colors
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Questions of Slide Eight

John Mix Stanley’s “Black Knife, an Apache Warrior”

1) What examples of the Columbian Exchange do you see in this picture?

2) What other examples of the Columbian Exchange likely effected Black Knife’s life?

3) How do you think his culture has changed as a result of this exchange?

4) Is he better off?
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Questions for Slide Seven?

Old World vs. New World

1) Does this surprise you?

2) How do you think such large-scale change effected the environment of each area?

3) What are these little squares of dots?

4) Identify as many examples as you can and explain how it affected the culture of the world it entered on the table at the end of this packet.
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